
OVERVIEW OF ISRAEL-PALESTINE CONFLICT 
SINCE ISRAELI INDEPENDENCE – MAPS 

 
After World War I, the territory of the defeated Ottomon Empire in the 
Middle East was divided into countries.  Many were initially assigned by the 
League of Nations as “mandates”, to be governed by Great Britain and 
France until a time of independence to be determined.  Palestine was 
assigned to the British.  After 1922, the territory of Palestine included all of 
what is today Israel, the West Bank, and the Gaza Strip. 
 
In 1947, the United Nations approved a plan to divide the territory of the 
Palestine mandate between Jews and Arabs – the “Partition Plan.”  The 
Jerusalem area was to remain under international rule. 
 

 
The Jewish leaders in Palestine accepted the proposal, but the Arabs in the 
area as well as the surrounding countries did not. 



At the end of the ensuing war, Israel’s War of Independence, these were the 
boundaries of the state.  They were agreed-on “armistice lines” representing 
the positions of the armies, rather than the result of a peace treaty. 
 

 
The West Bank and East Jerusalem were soon annexed by Jordan.  The Gaza 
Strip came under Egyptian control but was not incorporated into Egypt.  
Neither of the territories was given to the local Palestinian population as 
their state, as proposed by the United Nations. 



In 1967, Egypt and Syria joined together in a series of threatening actions 
against Israel.  Israel responded with a pre-emptive attack, and at the end of 
the Six-Day War Israel had conquered all the territory that had been part of 
British Palestine, as well as the Golan Heights in the north from Syria and 
the Sinai area from Egypt. 
 

 
   
Immediately Israel prepared to negotiate to return some or all of the 
conquered land in peace treaties.   The city of Jerusalem was annexed to 
Israel as well as the Golan Heights, but Israel has since been involved at 
various times in negotiations even over these areas. 
 



From the late 1970s into the early 1980s, Israel returned the entire Sinai area 
to Egypt as part of a peace agreement.  In 1993, Israel signed the first of 
several agreements with Palestinian representatives for Palestinian self-rule 
in the West Bank and Gaza.  As a result of these agreements, Israel in 2002 
was sharing authority over the Palestinian territories with the Palestine 
National Authority.  The Palestinians had local control over almost all their 
towns, and police control and minimal military control in many areas as 
well.  Israel retained ultimate authority in the area pending the end of 
negotiations. 
 

 
  



Israel and the Palestinians were supposed to come to a final agreement by 
1998, but terrorism from Palestinian areas flared up at various times and the 
negotiations have not been completed.  In 2000, there was a summit in the 
United States where Israel made an offer of more than 90% of West Bank 
territory and all of the Gaza Strip in return for peace, but the Palestinian 
leadership rejected the offer: 
 

 
 
In 2002, Israel responded to a terrorist attack on a Passover celebration with 
a substantial military action in the West Bank and reasserted its active 
military control. It has since pulled back from some of the populated areas in 
the West Bank.  In 2005, Israel withdrew unilaterally and entirely from the 
Gaza Strip and handed over some of the agricultural industry facilities that 
had been built and owned by Jews to the local Palestinian residents.  In mid-
2006, the Islamist terrorist organization Hamas took control of the Gaza 
Strip from the elected coalition government of the Palestinian Authority.  
Hamas has been launching rocket attacks on southern Israel, leading to the 
current battles. 


